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Self-referentiality is a key concept in war theory and comparative work. It
refers to the ways in which war is understood and represented in relation to
itself. This can take a variety of forms, from the use of historical analogies
to the development of abstract models. Self-referentiality can be a
productive tool for understanding war, but it can also be a source of
distortion and bias.

The Uses of Self-Referentiality

Self-referentiality can be a useful tool for understanding war for a number
of reasons. First, it can help to identify the key features of war. By
comparing different wars to each other, we can begin to see what they
have in common and what makes them unique. This can help us to develop
a more general understanding of war as a phenomenon.
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Second, self-referentiality can help us to understand the causes of war. By
looking at how wars have been fought in the past, we can begin to identify
the factors that are most likely to lead to war. This can help us to develop
policies that are designed to prevent war.

Third, self-referentiality can help us to understand the consequences of
war. By studying the effects of war on societies and individuals, we can
begin to understand the costs of war. This can help us to make better
decisions about whether or not to go to war.

The Dangers of Self-Referentiality

While self-referentiality can be a useful tool for understanding war, it can
also be a source of distortion and bias. One of the dangers of self-
referentiality is that it can lead us to oversimplify war. By focusing on the
similarities between wars, we may overlook the important differences that
make each war unique.

Another danger of self-referentiality is that it can lead us to project our own
experiences onto war. When we study war, we often do so through the lens
of our own culture and history. This can lead us to misunderstand the
motivations and actions of those who are fighting in a war that is different
from our own.

Finally, self-referentiality can lead us to become complacent about war. By
studying war in the abstract, we may become desensitized to its horrors.
This can make it easier for us to justify going to war and to ignore the
suffering that it will cause.



Self-referentiality is a complex and challenging concept. It can be a useful
tool for understanding war, but it can also be a source of distortion and
bias. It is important to be aware of the dangers of self-referentiality and to
use it carefully.

The next wave of provocations in war theory and comparative work will
need to address the challenges of self-referentiality. These provocations
will need to find new ways to understand war that avoid the pitfalls of
oversimplification, projection, and complacency.

By addressing the challenges of self-referentiality, the next wave of
provocations in war theory and comparative work can help us to develop a
more nuanced and accurate understanding of war. This understanding can
help us to prevent war, mitigate its effects, and build a more just and
peaceful world.
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