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In 2019, Disney released a live-action reimagining of their classic 1959
animated film 'Sleeping Beauty'. Titled 'Sleeping Beauty: The Four
Kingdoms', the film offers a fresh perspective on the beloved fairy tale,
exploring themes of identity, power, and the complexities of human
relationships.

The Story

'Sleeping Beauty: The Four Kingdoms' follows the story of Aurora (Elle
Fanning),a young princess who is cursed by the evil Maleficent (Angelina
Jolie) to sleep for a hundred years. The curse can only be broken by true
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love's kiss, and Prince Phillip (Harris Dickinson) sets out on a quest to find
Aurora and conquer Maleficent's evil forces.

The film expands on the original fairy tale by introducing four distinct
kingdoms: Ulstead, the Moors, the Forest Kingdom, and the Dark Fey.
Each kingdom has its own unique culture and customs, and the film
explores the tensions and alliances that exist between them.

The Characters

Aurora: The titular princess, Aurora is a kind and compassionate young
woman, but she is also struggling to find her place in the world. She is torn
between her desire for freedom and her duty to her kingdom, and she must
ultimately learn to embrace her own strength and identity.

Maleficent: A powerful and enigmatic fairy, Maleficent is the villain of the
film. She is motivated by a deep-seated desire for revenge, but she also
has a tragic backstory that makes her a more sympathetic character than
her animated counterpart.

Prince Phillip: A brave and charming prince, Phillip is determined to break
Maleficent's curse and save Aurora. He is a bit of a dreamer, but he is also
a loyal and devoted friend.

Ingrith: Aurora's wicked stepmother, Ingrith is a power-hungry woman who
will stop at nothing to secure her own position. She is a skilled manipulator,
and she uses her charm and cunning to turn the people of Ulstead against
Aurora.

The Themes



Identity: 'Sleeping Beauty: The Four Kingdoms' explores the theme of
identity through the characters of Aurora and Maleficent. Aurora is
struggling to find her place in the world, while Maleficent is struggling to
come to terms with her past. Both characters must ultimately learn to
accept themselves for who they are, regardless of what others may think.

Power: The film also explores the theme of power, both its positive and
negative aspects. Maleficent uses her power to control and manipulate
others, while Aurora uses her power to inspire and unite people. The film
suggests that power is not inherently good or evil, but rather how it is used.

Relationships: The film also explores the theme of relationships, both
romantic and platonic. Aurora and Phillip's love for each other is a driving
force behind the plot, but the film also explores the complex relationships
between Aurora and Maleficent, and between Aurora and her stepmother
Ingrith.

The Significance

'Sleeping Beauty: The Four Kingdoms' is a significant film for several
reasons. First, it is a successful and well-made live-action adaptation of a
classic fairy tale. The film is visually stunning, with beautiful costumes and
sets. The acting is also top-notch, with Angelina Jolie giving a particularly
standout performance as Maleficent.

Second, the film offers a fresh and feminist perspective on the Sleeping
Beauty fairy tale. Aurora is a strong and independent heroine who is not
defined by her relationships with men. She is a role model for young girls,
and she shows that it is possible to be both beautiful and powerful.



Finally, the film is a reminder that fairy tales are not just for children. They
can be complex and thought-provoking stories that resonate with people of
all ages. 'Sleeping Beauty: The Four Kingdoms' is a film that can be
enjoyed by both children and adults, and it is sure to leave a lasting
impression.

'Sleeping Beauty: The Four Kingdoms' is a well-crafted and engaging film
that offers a fresh perspective on a classic fairy tale. The film explores
themes of identity, power, and relationships, and it features a strong and
independent female heroine. 'Sleeping Beauty: The Four Kingdoms' is a
film that can be enjoyed by both children and adults, and it is sure to leave
a lasting impression.
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