
Progress Problems and Prospects of
Alternative Regionalism in Latin America and
the Caribbean
Alternative regionalism has emerged as a significant phenomenon in Latin
America and the Caribbean (LAC) in recent decades. It refers to the
formation of regional blocs and initiatives that prioritize cooperation and
integration based on shared values, principles, and objectives, often
distinct from traditional models of regionalism. This article examines the
progress, problems, and prospects of alternative regionalism in the region,
highlighting its key characteristics, achievements, challenges, and future
outlook.
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Alternative regionalism in LAC is characterized by several key features that
distinguish it from traditional or neoliberal approaches to regional
integration. These include:

Emphasis on Social and Political Objectives: Alternative
regionalism places a strong emphasis on social justice, equity,
democracy, and human rights, aiming to promote inclusive
development and reduce regional disparities.

Regional Identity and Autonomy: It seeks to foster a sense of
regional identity and autonomy, based on shared values and a desire
for greater self-determination and independence from external powers.

Rejection of Neoliberalism: Alternative regionalism often rejects the
neoliberal economic policies that dominated the region in the 1990s
and 2000s, advocating for alternative development models that
prioritize social welfare and environmental sustainability.

Emphasis on South-South Cooperation: It promotes cooperation
and solidarity among countries of the global South, including those in
LAC, as a means of countering Northern dominance and fostering
economic and political empowerment.

Achievements of Alternative Regionalism in LAC

Alternative regionalism has made significant achievements in LAC,
contributing to regional cooperation and integration in several areas:

Trade and Economic Integration: Regional blocs such as the
Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of Our America (ALBA) and the
Union of South American Nations (UNASUR) have facilitated trade and



economic cooperation among member countries, reducing tariffs and
promoting regional value chains.

Social and Cultural Cooperation: Alternative regionalism has
fostered cooperation in areas such as education, healthcare, and
culture, promoting social development and cultural exchange among
member countries.

Political Cooperation: Regional organizations like ALBA and the
Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC) have
provided a platform for political cooperation, allowing member
countries to coordinate their positions on regional and global issues.

Reduced External Dependency: Alternative regionalism has
contributed to reducing the economic and political dependence of LAC
countries on external powers, particularly the United States.

Problems and Challenges of Alternative Regionalism in LAC

Despite its achievements, alternative regionalism in LAC faces several
challenges and problems that limit its effectiveness and sustainability:

Lack of Coherence and Coordination: The multiplicity of regional
blocs and initiatives in LAC can lead to fragmentation and lack of
coordination, making it difficult to prioritize and implement effective
policies.

Economic and Institutional Weaknesses: Many countries in the
region face economic and institutional weaknesses that hinder their full
participation in and benefit from alternative regionalism.



Ideological and Political Differences: Ideological and political
differences among member countries can lead to tensions and
divisions within regional blocs, impacting their ability to reach
consensus and implement joint initiatives.

External Pressures: External powers, particularly the United States,
can exert pressure on LAC countries and regional organizations to limit
the scope and objectives of alternative regionalism.

Prospects for Alternative Regionalism in LAC

The future of alternative regionalism in LAC is uncertain and depends on a
range of factors, including the political and economic situation in the region
and the global context. However, there are several reasons to believe that it
has the potential to play a continued significant role in the region:

Continued Demand for Regional Cooperation: Despite challenges,
there remains a strong demand for regional cooperation and
integration in LAC, driven by the need to address common challenges
and pursue shared goals.

Regional Identity and Common Values: The shared history, culture,
and values of LAC countries provide a basis for continued regional
cooperation and the development of alternative regionalism.

Emergence of New Regional Powers: The rise of new regional
powers such as Brazil and Mexico can provide leadership and support
for alternative regionalism.

Global Context: Global trends such as the rise of China and the
decline of US hegemony create opportunities for LAC countries to
pursue alternative forms of regionalism.



Alternative regionalism in LAC has made significant progress in promoting
cooperation and integration in the region. However, it faces several
challenges and problems that need to be addressed to ensure its continued
effectiveness and sustainability. Despite these challenges, alternative
regionalism has the potential to play a continued significant role in the
future of LAC, contributing to the region's development, autonomy, and
independence.
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