Lina Prokofiev: A Tale of Love, Art, and
Revolution

Early Life and Education

Lina lvanovna Prokofiev (1897-1989) was a renowned Spanish-Russian
singer and the first wife of composer Sergei Prokofiev. Born in Madrid,
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Spain, to a Russian father and a Spanish mother, Lina inherited a deep
appreciation for both cultures. She began her musical education at an early
age, studying piano and singing in her hometown.
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In 1914, at the age of 17, Lina traveled to Paris to further her studies. She
enrolled at the prestigious Schola Cantorum, where she studied under the
tutelage of renowned composer and conductor, Vincent d'Indy. During her
time in Paris, she also met the young Sergei Prokofiev, who was then a
rising star in the music world.

Love and Marriage

Lina and Sergei's paths initially crossed at a concert where Sergei
performed his "Scythian Suite." Lina was captivated by Sergei's raw talent
and undeniable stage presence, while Sergei was equally smitten by Lina's
beauty, intelligence, and musical abilities. Their friendship soon blossomed
into a passionate love affair.
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Despite facing some opposition from Lina's family due to their different
backgrounds, the couple married in 1923. Their marriage was a fusion of
two cultures, with Lina infusing a Spanish flair into Sergei's Russian
musical heritage.

Musical Collaborations

Throughout their marriage, Lina and Sergei collaborated on numerous
musical projects. Lina served as the muse and vocal interpreter for many of
Sergei's compositions, including his "Five Songs without Words" (1920)
and "Six Romances" (1922). Her voice, described as "clear, resonant, and
expressive," perfectly captured the emotional depth and lyrical intimacy of
Sergei's music.

Lina's influence extended beyond her vocal performances. She provided
valuable feedback on Sergei's compositions, often suggesting changes in
orchestration or melodic phrasing. She also played a crucial role in
promoting Sergei's music, organizing concerts and advocating for his works
in the international music scene.

Revolutionary Upheavals

Lina and Sergei's lives were profoundly affected by the tumultuous events
of the early 20th century. The outbreak of World War | forced them to flee
from France to the United States in 1915. During their time in America, they
faced financial struggles and the challenges of adapting to a foreign
culture.

The Russian Revolution of 1917 had a profound impact on their
relationship. Lina was particularly affected by the news of her family's
property being confiscated and their uncertain fate. Despite her concerns,



she remained a steadfast supporter of Sergei, who had become
increasingly critical of the Soviet regime.

Return to Europe

In 1922, Lina and Sergei decided to return to Europe. They settled in Paris,
where they resumed their musical collaborations. However, their happiness
was tempered by the realization that Sergei's music was increasingly
banned in the Soviet Union.

In 1936, the couple made the difficult decision to emigrate to the United
States due to the growing threat of Nazi Germany. They established their
new home in New York City, where Lina continued to support Sergei's
creative endeavors.

Legacy and Later Years

Lina Prokofiev's life was a remarkable journey that intertwined love, art, and
revolution. As a singer, she brought to life the essence of Sergei's music,
showcasing both her vocal prowess and her deep understanding of his
artistic vision. As a partner and confidante, she provided invaluable support
and inspiration throughout their marriage.

Following Sergei's death in 1953, Lina dedicated herself to preserving his
legacy. She established the Sergei Prokofiev Foundation and devoted her
time to promoting his music and sharing her insights into their life together.
Lina passed away in 1989, leaving behind a rich musical and cultural
heritage.

Lina Prokofiev was a multifaceted figure whose life and contributions have
left a lasting impression on the world of music. Her talent as a singer, her



unwavering support for her husband, and her resilience in the face of
adversity make her an inspiration to generations of artists and art
enthusiasts alike.

Through Lina's voice, Sergei Prokofiev's music gained a depth and
expressiveness that transcends time. Her legacy continues to resonate,
reminding us of the transformative power of love, the resilience of the
human spirit, and the enduring beauty of art.
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