
Historical Approach: Mei Structured
Mathematics
Mei Structured Mathematics is a UK-based awarding body that offers a
range of mathematics qualifications. One of the key features of Mei
Structured Mathematics is its historical approach. This article delves into
the historical approach, exploring its origins, benefits, and how it is
implemented in the Mei Structured Mathematics curriculum.
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Origins of the Historical Approach

The historical approach to mathematics education has its roots in the early
20th century. At this time, there was a growing dissatisfaction with the
traditional "lecture-and-drill" method of teaching mathematics. This method
was seen as being too passive and rote, and it did not encourage students
to develop a deep understanding of the subject.
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In response to these concerns, a number of educators began to experiment
with new approaches to teaching mathematics. One of these educators
was Howard Eves, who developed the historical approach. Eves believed
that students could learn mathematics more effectively if they were taught
about the history of the subject. He argued that this would help students to
understand the development of mathematical ideas, and it would also make
mathematics more relevant and engaging.

Benefits of the Historical Approach

There are a number of benefits to using the historical approach in
mathematics education. These benefits include:

Increased understanding: The historical approach can help students
to develop a deeper understanding of mathematics. By learning about
the history of the subject, students can see how mathematical ideas
have developed over time. This can help them to understand the
connections between different mathematical concepts, and it can also
help them to appreciate the beauty and elegance of mathematics.

Increased engagement: The historical approach can make
mathematics more engaging for students. By learning about the
people who have made discoveries in mathematics, and by seeing
how these discoveries were made, students can develop a greater
appreciation for the subject. This can make them more likely to want to
learn more about mathematics, and it can also help them to develop a
lifelong love of learning.

Increased critical thinking skills: The historical approach can help
students to develop their critical thinking skills. By learning about the
different ways that mathematicians have approached problems,



students can learn to think more critically about mathematics. This can
help them to solve problems more effectively, and it can also help them
to make better decisions.

The Historical Approach in the Mei Structured Mathematics
Curriculum

The historical approach is a key feature of the Mei Structured Mathematics
curriculum. This approach is implemented in a number of ways, including:

Historical contexts: Each unit in the Mei Structured Mathematics
curriculum includes a historical context. This context provides students
with information about the history of the mathematical ideas that are
covered in the unit. This can help students to understand the
development of these ideas, and it can also make mathematics more
relevant and engaging.

Historical biographies: The Mei Structured Mathematics curriculum
also includes a number of historical biographies. These biographies tell
the stories of some of the greatest mathematicians in history. This can
help students to learn about the people who have made discoveries in
mathematics, and it can also help them to develop a greater
appreciation for the subject.

Historical problems: The Mei Structured Mathematics curriculum
includes a number of historical problems. These problems are taken
from the history of mathematics, and they can be used to help students
to develop their problem-solving skills. This can help them to learn how
to approach problems in a different way, and it can also help them to
develop a deeper understanding of mathematics.



The historical approach is a valuable tool for teaching mathematics. It can
help students to develop a deeper understanding of the subject, it can
make mathematics more engaging, and it can help students to develop
their critical thinking skills. The Mei Structured Mathematics curriculum is a
great example of how the historical approach can be used in the
classroom. By using this approach, Mei Structured Mathematics is helping
to produce students who are well-prepared for further study in mathematics
and for careers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.
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Considerations, and Success
In the modern dating landscape, navigating financial dynamics can be a
delicate subject. However, with careful consideration and open
communication,...
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