
Elizabeth Singer Hunt: The Artist Who
Pioneered Cubist Paintings
Elizabeth Singer Hunt (1879-1954) was an American artist who was one of
the first to pioneer cubist paintings. Her work was characterized by its use
of geometric shapes and fragmented forms, and she often depicted
everyday objects and scenes in her paintings. Hunt was also a strong
advocate for women's rights, and she used her art to promote social
change.
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Early Life and Education

Elizabeth Singer Hunt was born in Chicago, Illinois, on January 25, 1879.
Her father, William Singer, was a wealthy industrialist, and her mother,
Anna Singer, was a socialite. Hunt grew up in a privileged environment,
and she received a private education. She began taking art lessons when
she was a child, and she showed an early talent for painting.

In 1899, Hunt enrolled at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. She
studied under some of the most renowned artists of the day, including
Robert Henri and William Merritt Chase. Henri was a strong advocate for
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realism in painting, and he encouraged his students to paint from life.
Chase was a leading figure in the American Impressionist movement, and
he taught his students to capture the effects of light and atmosphere.

Early Career

After graduating from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Hunt
moved to New York City to pursue her art career. She quickly became
involved in the city's vibrant art community, and she met many of the
leading artists of the day. In 1907, Hunt exhibited her work at the Armory
Show, which was an important exhibition of modern art that helped to
introduce cubism to the American public.

Hunt's early work was influenced by the realism of her teachers at the
School of the Art Institute of Chicago. However, she soon began to
experiment with cubism, and she developed her own unique style. Her
paintings were characterized by their use of geometric shapes and
fragmented forms, and she often depicted everyday objects and scenes in
her paintings.

Cubist Paintings

Hunt is best known for her cubist paintings. Cubism was a revolutionary art
movement that began in the early 20th century. Cubist artists rejected the
traditional rules of perspective and representation, and they instead
depicted objects and scenes from multiple angles. This resulted in
paintings that were fragmented and abstract, but that also revealed the
underlying structure of forms.

Hunt was one of the first American artists to adopt cubism. Her cubist
paintings were often inspired by everyday objects and scenes. She would



often depict people, animals, and objects in a fragmented and abstract
manner, but she would also reveal the underlying structure of the forms.
Hunt's cubist paintings were both visually appealing and conceptually
challenging, and they helped to establish her as one of the leading artists of
her time.

Advocacy for Women's Rights

In addition to her work as an artist, Hunt was also a strong advocate for
women's rights. She was a member of the National Woman Suffrage
Association, and she used her art to promote the cause of women's
suffrage. In 1913, Hunt painted a series of murals for the Woman's Building
at the Panama-Pacific Exposition in San Francisco. The murals depicted
women working in a variety of fields, and they celebrated the contributions
of women to society.

Hunt's advocacy for women's rights was also evident in her personal life.
She was married to the artist William Hunt, and they had two children
together. However, the marriage was not a happy one, and Hunt eventually
divorced her husband. She was a single mother for many years, and she
worked hard to support her family. Hunt's experience as a single mother
inspired her to create art that celebrated the strength and resilience of
women.

Later Career and Legacy

Hunt continued to paint throughout her life. Her later work was more
abstract than her earlier work, but it still retained her characteristic use of
geometric shapes and fragmented forms. In the 1940s, Hunt began to
teach art at the Art Students League in New York City. She taught there for
many years, and she influenced a generation of young artists.



Elizabeth Singer Hunt died in New York City on January 29, 1954. She was
75 years old. She is considered one of the most important American artists
of the 20th century, and her work continues to be exhibited in museums
and galleries around the world.

Elizabeth Singer Hunt was a pioneering artist who made significant
contributions to the development of modern art. Her cubist paintings were
groundbreaking, and they helped to establish her as one of the leading
artists of her time. Hunt was also a strong advocate for women's rights, and
she used her art to promote social change. She was a remarkable woman
who left a lasting legacy on the world of art.



Elizabeth Singer Hunt, circa 1920

Birth: January 25, 1879, Chicago, Illinois

Death: January 29, 1954, New York City

Education: School of the Art Institute of Chicago
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Art Movement: Cubism, Modern Art

Known For: Cubist paintings, advocacy for women's rights

Further Reading

Elizabeth Singer Hunt at the Metropolitan Museum of Art

Elizabeth Singer Hunt at the Museum of Modern Art

Elizabeth Singer Hunt at the Guggenheim Museum
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