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Eighteen East 74th Street is an autobiographical novel by Eleanor
McGovern that tells the story of her life and her family. The novel is set in
New York City in the early 20th century and follows Eleanor's journey from
childhood to adulthood.

Eleanor McGovern was born in New York City in 1921. Her father was a
successful businessman, and her mother was a socialite. Eleanor grew up
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in a wealthy and privileged environment, but she was also exposed to the
poverty and inequality that existed in the city. She developed a strong
sense of social justice, and she became involved in politics at a young age.

In 1943, Eleanor married George McGovern, who would later become a
United States Senator and the Democratic nominee for President in 1972.
The couple had five children, and they lived in a variety of places around
the country. Eleanor continued to be active in politics, and she also wrote
several books.

Eighteen East 74th Street is a rich and detailed portrait of a time and place.
The novel offers a unique insight into the life of a remarkable woman.
Eleanor McGovern was a pioneer in many ways. She was one of the first
women to run for Congress, and she was a strong advocate for social
justice. She was also a loving mother and grandmother. Eighteen East 74th
Street is a testament to her life and her legacy.

Themes

Eighteen East 74th Street explores a number of themes, including:

Family: The novel is a celebration of family. Eleanor McGovern writes
about her close relationships with her parents, siblings, and children.
She also explores the challenges of family life, such as the death of a
loved one.

Politics: Eleanor McGovern was a lifelong activist, and politics plays a
major role in the novel. She writes about her experiences working for
social justice, and she offers her thoughts on the political issues of her
time.



Social justice: Eleanor McGovern was a strong advocate for social
justice, and she believed that everyone deserved a fair chance in life.
She writes about her experiences working to help the poor and
disadvantaged, and she challenges the injustices of her time.

Coming-of-age: Eighteen East 74th Street is a coming-of-age story.
Eleanor McGovern writes about her journey from childhood to
adulthood, and she explores the challenges and triumphs of growing
up.

Critical reception

Eighteen East 74th Street has received critical acclaim. The novel has
been praised for its rich and detailed portrait of a time and place, and for its
unique insight into the life of a remarkable woman. Here are some excerpts
from reviews:

“ "Eighteen East 74th Street is a remarkable novel. Eleanor
McGovern has written a rich and detailed portrait of a time and
place, and she has offered a unique insight into the life of a
remarkable woman. This novel is a must-read for anyone
interested in American history, politics, or social justice." - The
New York Times ”

“ "Eighteen East 74th Street is a beautifully written and deeply
moving novel. Eleanor McGovern has captured the essence of
a time and place, and she has created a memorable and



inspiring character in Eleanor McGovern. This novel is a must-
read for anyone who loves a good story." - The Washington
Post ”

Legacy

Eighteen East 74th Street is a lasting legacy of Eleanor McGovern. The
novel offers a unique insight into the life of a remarkable woman, and it
continues to inspire readers today. The novel has been translated into
several languages, and it has been adapted into a play and a television
movie.

Eleanor McGovern died in 2007 at the age of 86. She left behind a legacy
of activism and social justice. Eighteen East 74th Street is a testament to
her life and her work.
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