
Choir Boy: Tarell Alvin McCraney's Play of
Identity and Resilience
Tarell Alvin McCraney's play "Choir Boy" is a poignant and powerful
exploration of identity, self-acceptance, and the complexities of race,
sexuality, and class. Set in the prestigious Charles R. Drew Prep School for
Boys, a predominantly African American boarding school, the play follows
the story of Pharus, a talented young choir singer who grapples with his
emerging sexuality and the pressures of conforming to societal
expectations.
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Synopsis: Identity in Conflict

Pharus desires to be recognized for his musical ability, but his self-
expression is at odds with the expectations placed on him as a church choir
member. The school's motto, "In service to God, we serve mankind," holds
a different meaning for each character. For Pharus, it represents the
struggle between suppressing his true self and embracing his individuality.
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He finds solace in the choir's music, a sanctuary where his voice is
celebrated, but outside of it, he faces the weight of social judgment.

Characters: Complexity and Nuance

Each character in "Choir Boy" brings depth and nuance to the exploration
of identity. Pharus is a complex protagonist, torn between his desire for
authenticity and the fear of isolation. Bobby Marrow, the school's
charismatic choir director, grapples with his own past and the weight of his
authority. The other choir members, including the troubled AJ and the
ambitious Junior, represent a spectrum of personalities and perspectives,
each with their own motivations and challenges.

Themes: Resilience and Acceptance

Despite the challenges they face, the characters in "Choir Boy" display
remarkable resilience. Pharus's journey is particularly inspiring, as he
gradually learns to embrace his true self, even in the face of adversity.
McCraney's play also emphasizes the importance of acceptance, both from
within and from others. The choir becomes a symbol of community and
understanding, where differences are valued and authenticity is nurtured.

Language: Lyrical and Rhythmic

McCraney's writing in "Choir Boy" is lyrical and rhythmic, capturing the
musicality of the characters' experiences. The use of language reflects the
diverse backgrounds of the characters and the interplay of emotions and
ideas. The play's dialogue is both evocative and insightful, adding a layer of
depth to the exploration of identity.



Symbolism: Music and the Church

Music and the church play significant roles in "Choir Boy," serving as both a
source of conflict and a force for healing. Music allows the characters to
express themselves and connect with their emotions, while the church
represents a place where tradition and expectations often clash with
personal growth. The juxtaposition of these elements creates a rich
symbolism that enhances the play's themes.

Reception and Impact

"Choir Boy" premiered in 2012 at Manhattan Theatre Club and has since
been performed around the world. The play has received critical acclaim for
its powerful storytelling, nuanced characters, and exploration of important
social issues. It has won numerous awards, including the Obie Award for
Best Play and the New York Drama Critics' Circle Award for Best American
Play.

"Choir Boy" has had a profound impact on audiences and theater
professionals alike. The play's themes of identity and resilience continue to
resonate, particularly in the context of contemporary conversations about
race, sexuality, and the complexities of personal growth.

Legacy: A Timeless Masterpiece

Tarell Alvin McCraney's "Choir Boy" is a timeless masterpiece that
continues to challenge and inspire audiences. Through its complex
characters, lyrical language, and insightful exploration of identity, the play
sheds light on the challenges and triumphs of finding one's true self. "Choir



Boy" remains a powerful testament to the resilience of the human spirit and
a reminder of the transformative power of acceptance.

Additional Information:

Tarell Alvin McCraney is an American playwright, screenwriter, and
director known for works such as "Moonlight" and "The Brother/Sister
Plays" trilogy.

"Choir Boy" is McCraney's first play and has been hailed as a
significant contribution to contemporary American theater.

The play has been adapted into a film, which is currently in production,
starring Jharrel Jerome and Christopher Abbott.
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In the modern dating landscape, navigating financial dynamics can be a
delicate subject. However, with careful consideration and open
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