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Bus deregulation in the United Kingdom was a major transport policy
change that took place in 1986. It led to the privatization of the bus industry
and the of competition between different bus operators. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of the 30-year history of bus
deregulation, examining its impact on the industry, passengers, and the
economy.

Background

Before deregulation, the bus industry in the UK was dominated by state-
owned companies. These companies had a monopoly on bus services in
their local areas, and they were often inefficient and unprofitable. The
government believed that deregulation would lead to increased
competition, which would in turn lead to lower fares and better services for
passengers.
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The Deregulation Act

The Transport Act 1985, commonly known as the Deregulation Act, was
passed by the Conservative government of Margaret Thatcher. The act
abolished the state-owned bus companies and allowed private operators to
compete for bus routes. It also introduced new regulations to ensure that
bus services were safe and reliable.

The Impact of Deregulation

The impact of bus deregulation has been mixed. On the one hand, it has
led to increased competition and lower fares. On the other hand, it has also
led to a decline in the quality of service, and it has made it more difficult for
people to travel in rural areas.

Increased Competition and Lower Fares

One of the main goals of bus deregulation was to increase competition, and
this has been achieved. There are now many more bus operators than
there were before deregulation, and this has led to lower fares. In some
cases, fares have been reduced by as much as 50%.

Decline in Quality of Service

However, deregulation has also led to a decline in the quality of service.
Many of the new bus operators are small companies with limited resources.
This has led to a number of problems, including:

Unreliable services

Overcrowded buses

Dirty and uncomfortable buses



Reduced frequency of service

Impact on Rural Areas

Deregulation has also had a negative impact on rural areas. Many of the
new bus operators are not interested in operating services in rural areas,
where there is less demand. This has led to a decline in the number of bus
services in rural areas, and it has made it more difficult for people to travel
in these areas.

The Future of Bus Deregulation

The future of bus deregulation is uncertain. The government has recently
introduced a number of measures to improve the quality of service, and it is
possible that these measures will be successful. However, it is also
possible that the government will decide to re-regulate the bus industry.
Only time will tell what the future holds for bus deregulation in the UK.

Bus deregulation has been a major change in the UK transport system. It
has led to increased competition and lower fares, but it has also led to a
decline in the quality of service and a reduction in the number of bus
services in rural areas. The future of bus deregulation is uncertain, but it is
clear that the industry will continue to evolve in the years to come.
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